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10. Oulanka National Park, Finland
High up in the north of Europe you can feel the un-
touched wilderness and beauty of Finland. The coun-
fry counts a total of 40 national parks and the Oulan-
ka Park is definitely among the most impressive ones.
The hiking routes range from half a kilometer to 82 kilo-
meters. They lead past gently flowing water and loud-
ly roaring waterfalls and fascinate every hiker with
such variety. You can also discover the great land-
scape on a canoe trip, white-water-rafting or during
a mountain-bike tfour.

11. Jotunheimen National Park, Nor-

way

Norway is another country with many national parks,
37 in total. The national park Jotunheimen, not far
from Oslo and Bergen, is home to the highest peaks
of the country and belongs to the best national parks
in Europe without any doubt. The whole area is criss-
crossed by high mountains and huge glaciers and
makes the visitor feel incredibly small. Words can sim-
ply not describe how beautiful the scenery is.

12. Soomaa National Park, Estonia
The Soomaa National Park in Estonia was established
in 1993 to protect swamps, wetlands and forests and
is perhaps the most interesting swampland in Northern
Europe.

On the rivers of Soomaa National Park you can either
go canoeing on your own or book a guided day tour
that includes hiking and canoeing. There are many
different canoe routes to choose from. A spectacu-
lar option is a night trip lead by experienced guides,

where you can enjoy peaceful sience and maybe
spot a beaver.

13. Durmitor National Park, Moniene-
gro

Cliffy mountains and rugged wilderness - Welcome to
Durmitor National Park. Durmitor is the largest of 5 na-
tional parks in Montenegro and is located in the very
north of the country.

It is not only home to Montenegro’s highest mountain,
but also the second deepest gorge in the world: the
Tara Gorge. At its deepest point, the river gorge is
1,300 meters deep. The view over the Tara Gorge is
simply priceless, and water activities such as rafting,
or kayaking make the adventure perfect.
Montenegro is known as the pearl of the Balkans and
a pretty inferesting tourist destination. Nevertheless,
the country is still an insider’s tip among the European
destinations.

14. North York Moors National Park,
England

With its Roman roots and Viking past, York is one of
Europe’s most popular destinations for a city trip. With
Worldpackers you can stay in a small guesthouse in
York and explore the city’s history and surroundings.
If you want to tfurn your back on the fourist hustle and
bustle of York for a while, the North York Moors Nation-
al Park is a great place to relax. The gloomy and wild
moorland landscape leaves a mystical and magical
impression. Since the national park is located directly
on the North Seq, the 200-meter high cliffs also con-
tribute to the unique scenery.

15. Biatowieza National Park, Poland

L

A national park of excellence is Biatowieza, which was
founded in 1923 as the first national park in Poland.
This nature reserve on both sides of the Polish-Belaru-
sian border is one of the last remaining primeval for-
est areas in Europe. The frees here sometimes reach
heights of over 30 meters and there are over 10,000

species of animals, including bison.

Irangard

16. Tatra National Park, Poland

The Tatra National Park is located in the south of
Poland on the border with Slovakia. Since 1993 the
mountain complex, which is part of the Carpathian
Mountains, has been under the protection of UNESCO
as a biosphere reserve.

Here you can find not only the highest mountain in
Poland, the Rysy, but also other rocky peaks and sap-
phire blue mountain lakes.

The small town of Zakopane is the perfect place to
start your trip to Tatra and is therefore especially pop-
ular among Poles, too.

And last but not least:
17.Vatnajokull National Park, Iceland
- The second largest national park in

Europe

One of the best national parks in Europe, which can-
not be missed in this list, is Vatnajokull in Iceland. | ha-
ven't been there myself, but | would love to visit this
nature reserve which resembles a collection of all Ice-
landic natural wonders and captivates its visitors with
unforgettable scenic, geological, and botanical im-
pressions. This European national park owes its name
to its huge glacier, as Vatnajdkull means nothing but
“water glacier”.

Get ready for gigantic waterfalls, huge volcanoes,
and impressive ice worlds. But be prepared: Large ar-
eas of the park are situated in highland areas, where
weather conditions might change quickly.
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The most famous rock formation in Saxon Switzerland
is called “Bastei”. From its viewpoint you can enjoy a
unique panorama with views of numerous sights such
as the Lilienstein or the Konigstein. Another highlight is
the 76 m long bridge that runs through the majestic
rocks and from where you can also enjoy a fantastic
view over the mountains.

From Dresden you can reach this stunning national
park by train within a short time. You can even go on
a bike tour along the Elbe Cycle Path to get fo Saxon
Switzerland.

Did you know that Dresden is a great place to stay as
it has a lot to offer for travellers? There are fascinating
old buildings, lots of history, exciting museums, lively
culture, and a vibrant party scene.

4. The Bavarian Forest National Park,
Germany

Italy has a total of 24 national reserves. Among
the most popular is the Belluno Dolomites National
Park in the Southern Alps, which was founded in
1933. This large nature reserve is characterized by
an extraordinary variety of habitats which is why it
holds such rich wildlife and many surprises for you
to discover.

5. Swiss National Park, Switzerland

x . A
The Swiss National Park has been the oldest and best
protected wilderness area in the Alps since 1914, Its
foundation was of enormous importance for the his-
tory of nature conservation. A variety of fours offered
in the surrounding area will allow you to immerse your-
self in the wilderness of the national park and marvel
at countless species of animals in their natural habitat,
including marmots and golden eagles.

6. The Belluno Dolomites National
Park, ltaly

A little further south, between Genoa and Pisa, you
will find the National Park Cinque Terre, which must be
mentioned in the list of best European national parks,
too. Cinque Terre has about 7000 inhabitants and is a
whole region protected as a national park.

Wander through colourful villages situated on steep
terraces and enjoy breathtaking views of the sea.

da-Gerlls National Park is located in the extreme north
of the country, close to Spain. A good place to start
your trip is Porto, because from here you can reach
the nature reserve, founded in 1971, in just one hour.
You can do more than 15 different hikes from moder-
ate to difficult. For nature lovers the biosphere reserve
is a definite must, because there is a lot fo discover:
Forests of meter-high ferns, majestic waterfalls, ro-
mantic river valleys and small mountain villages. With
a little luck, you might even spot deer or mountain
goats.

9. Ordesa National Park, Spain

IRANGARD MAGAZINE

Welcome to 1.740 hectares of pure paradise along
the Mediterranean coast, where you can discover
countless small beach bays and hundreds of hiking
trails in the middle of a gorgeous Italian scenery.

8. Peneda Gerés National Park, Por-

[Mirstc / aroyfolb / |fei8mrm o3l

ANIZVOVIN A4VONVYI

]EOF"CMM.\J/‘“O)[ML /.\)S.lb.ﬂ

-0
)

The Bavarian Forest National Park, founded in 1970,
is located in southern Germany, directly bordering
the Czech Republic. It is the first and thus oldest of
15 national parks in Germany and with 6000 square
kilometres the largest protected forest area in Central
Europe.

On 320 kilometres of well-marked hiking trails you can
feel untouched nature at first hand. The Great Arber
and the Great Rachel are two of the most popular
summit ascents in the region.

The small town of Frauenau is located almost direct-
ly in the Bavarian Forest. Here you can give locals a
hand on their small farm and take care of little hedge-
hogs af the hedgehog rescue centre in winter. If you
want to reconnect with nature, this is the perfect
place.

[taly has a total of 24 national reserves. Among the
most popular is the Belluno Dolomites National Park
in the Southern Alps, which was founded in 1933. This
large nature reserve is characterized by an extraordi-
nary variety of habitats which is why it holds such rich
wildlife and many surprises for you to discover.

Did you know that the Dolomites, which extend over
the regions of Veneto and Trentino-Alto Adige, are
also part of the UNESCO World Natural Heritage since
2009?

tugal

Portugal has only one national park so far. The Pene-

The Ordesa National Park is another top national park
in Europe. It is situated in the Pyrenees, in the northern
Spanish region of Aragén.

The national park and the mountain massif Monte
Perdido belong to the UNESCO world natural heritage
since 1997 and the ecosystems that coexist in the old-
est national park in the Pyrenees could not be more
different: Barren rock formations, deep ravines, green
valleys, dense forests and colourful flora and fauna.
The highlight is the 3,355-metre-high Monte Perdido,
whose ascent is challenging but rewarding.
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Not only one of the most beautiful national parks
in Europe, but maybe also worldwide, is the
National Park Plitvice Lakes in Croatia. With its
natural beauty the region has always inspired
nature and hiking enthusiasts and was therefore
declared the first national park in Croatia in as
early as 1949.

17 of ihe_ best national
parks in Europe

Did you know that there are over 400 national parks in Europe? Most of them can be found in Finland,
Russia, and Norway - followed by Sweden and Italy. In terms of surface covered by national parks, Russia,
Norway, but also Great Britain are the absolute pioneers, closely followed by Italy.

But where can we find the best European national parks and the most beautiful mountains, and which are
the most adventurous places for hiking in Europe? In this article | will take you to 17 stunning European no-
tional parks.

These are some of the best national
parks in Europe

. Plitvice Lake National Park, Croatia

. Mljet National Park, Croatia

. Saxon Switzerland National Park, Germany
. The Bavarian Forest National Park, Germany
. Swiss National Park, Switzerland

. The Belluno Dolomites National Park, Italy

. Cinque Terre National Park, Italy

. Peneda Gers National Park, Portugal

. Ordesa Nationl Park, Spain

10. Oulanka National Park, Finland

11. Jotunheimen National Park, Norway

12. Soomaa National Park, Estonia

13. Durmitor National Park, Montenegro

14. North York Moors National Park, England
15. Bialowieza National Park, Poland

16. Tatra National Park, Poland

17. Vatnajokull National Park, Iceland

NV 0O NO O NN —~

1. Plitvice Lake National Park, Croatia

gy

Not only one of the most beautiful national parks in Eu-
rope, but maybe also worldwide, is the National Park
Plitvice Lakes in Croatia. With its natural beauty the re-
gion has always inspired nature and hiking enthusiasts
and was therefore declared the first national park in
Crodatiain as early as 1949.

Keep traveling with us and see the best places to visit

in Croatia.

Irangard

Also, as one of the first natural heritage sites ever, the
Plitvice Lakes were added to the World Heritage List in
1979. Since then, the 295 square kilometres large forest
reserve has developed into one of the most popular
sights in Europe. The highlights are the 16 cascade-like
lakes, all of which are connected by waterfalls. The
various hiking trails run partly even straight through the

water - a paradise for adventurers.

2. Mljet National Park, Croatia

Besides the Plitvice Lakes, Croatia has 7 more national
parks. One of them is located on the island of Mjlet in
the Croatian Adriatic Sea, about 30 km northwest of
Dubrovnik. The pearl of the Mediterranean Sea fasci-
nates with its dense forests, gorgeous vineyards, a lot

of sea and fwo salt lakes.

3. Saxon Switzerland National Park,
Germany

If you want to go hiking in European mountains, Ger-
many might also be a great option for your trip.

Saxon Switzerland is a frue hikers” and climbers’ paro-
dise and one of the top national parks in Europe. The
bizarre rock formations of the Elbe Sandstone Moun-
tains have their very own special charm and are just
waiting to be discovered.

IPDH UDWLY Joj0del pUo JoyNy
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Best things o do in Alicante: around the city
For nature lovers
There are two hotspots for hiking lovers just a little out-

All around this area you can enjoy
hikes through pine trees and shrub-
bery, and once at the peak, be blown
away by the panoramic views over
neighbouring towns, greenery, and
the coast.

side of Alicante.

The first is the nature reserve of EIl Maigmo, the lat-
ter being the highest peak of the Maigmé massif af
1296m above sea level.

All around this area you can enjoy hikes through pine
frees and shrubbery, and once at the peak, be blown
away by the panoramic views over neighbouring
towns, greenery, and the coast.

More specifically, there is a 2.Tkm trail beginning at
the famous Balcdn de Alicante. It is a short but intense
climb to the Sierra del Maigmé - you will need hiking
shoes.

The second spot isLa Zafra nature reserve, a little
more south. A simple Google search will show you the
best hiking trails ranging from beginners to more ad-

| vance routes.

Road ftrips

Alicante is a really good departure destination for
road frips. Renting a car with friends is always fun,
but going by public tfransportation is also an option
(and cheaper). Now that the tram is fully opero-
tional along the coast, you can actually hop on it
and enjoy the sea views to any of the following cit-
ies: El Campello, Villojoyosa, Benidorm and Denia.
A little up North the coast is a renowned beach
destination: Benidorm (37 min by car), and down
south the city of Eliche (30 min) then further down,
the beach town of Torrevieja (1h). Murcia (1h)
and Cartagena (1h30) are a litfle more South and
make a good weekend trip with friends.

One of the reasons why | love this region so much is
the accessibility to beaches, nature, cities (plus Ibi-
zaisn’t too far) and it’s very budget-friendly. | hope
you enjoy it as much as | do.
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A few good bars are: Oculto, Gatsby, Pinno-
chio and Altabirra, and for more of a club
vibe: Sala Stereo, Clan Cabaret, Club Concer-
to. Techno Room Club... well the name says
it all (and it's open till 1pm, yes, 1pm - those
who know, know).
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ter, and evidently more fouristy. You'll be spoiled for
choice here too for bars and cafes, but if you chose
to sunbathe on the sand, be sure to watch your be-
longings.

Finally, Ploya de Guardamar is another big beach
with restaurants and ice cream stands all around. The
water is pretty shallow making it a perfect beach to
bring the kids!

A few other top beaches in the area are:

O Playa de Levante (Benidorm)

O Playa del Portet (Moraira)

O Platja de la Granadella (Jaeva / Xabia)

O Playa del Arenal-Bol (Calpe)

O Also be sure to check out the best fraveling tips for
going around Spain. The country has so much to offer
from delicious food, to beaches, great cities, and a
lot of culture!

Best things fo do in Alicante city

The city vibe

Alicante city center has a lot of hidden gems from
cafes, bars, churches, and quaint little corners.
You will find a lot of things fo do in Alicante besides
relaxing on the beach, but here are some of my per-
sonal favorites:

For the best cakes, coffees, teas, and overall cafe to
work or chill in Madness Speciality Coffee.

Sanoa offers an affordable yet delicious menu in a
modern and cozy restaurant,

La Rambla and the port area is lovely for a stroll, per-
haps even having a wander around the stalls and
grabbing an ice cream.

Just behind the port there is a little tapas place that
has the most unique tapas | ever had: Cerveceria
Sento Rambla. Try the one called Ivan, which has a
mix of sweet and salty. Don’t be put off by the ingre-
dients (foie gras, thin slice of beef, rocket salad and
turon sauce) because the mix of them all makes it SO
delicious.

A litfle beyond the Plaza de Toros can be found some
mural street art; good for photos!

Alicante is also quite known for ifs nightlife: cheap
drinks, beach bars, and clubs that go all night long.
A few good bars are: Oculto, Gatsby, Pinno-
chio and Altabirra, and for more of a club vibe: Sala
Stereo, Clan Cabaret, Club Concerto. Techno Room
Club... well the name says it all (and it’s open till Tpm,
yes, 1pm - those who know, know).

Historical adventures

One of the most famous things to visit in Alicante is the
Castillo de Santa Barbara. Located on top of Mount
Benacantil, the castle and surroundings overlook not
only the port, the old town, but also most of Alicante’s
Bay.

It’s a nice little hike up there on a sunny day, and
once up there you can browse around the histor-
ical artifact, the museum, as well as grab a cof-
fee on the terrace and perhaps even browse the
shop.

In the castle you will find the MUSA, the museum in
a unigue enclave. It explains everything about the
history of Alicante through photographs, objects,
historical documents and many works of art from

different civilisations that occupied Alicante over
the years.

On a trip up there | discovered how Alicante goft its
name:

The urban legend says that the caliph at the ftime
wanted to find the perfect husband for his daugh-
ter Cantara, but she was in love with Ali. When the
caliph ordered her to marry Almanzor, Ali, followed
by Cantara, both jumped off the cliff and thus the
name Alicante was born (in Spanish Ali cante means

"Ali sang”). One of the facades of the castle also ap-
parently depicts the face of the Moor... what do you
think?
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from beaches to casﬂes &

Most people think of Madrid or Barcelona when Spain is mentioned, but the country has so much more
to offer than those two big cities. Read on for your perfect budget getaway with the best things fo doin

Alicante.

Alicante, located in Southeastern Costa Blanca, is a port city with various beaches and many activities to do

in and around the city.

With a little over 000 300 habitants, is one of the most visited cities in the Valencian region in Spain. The city
has hundreds of direct flights to and from it, and if you're capable of tfraveling with just a small backpack, you

can fly to Alicante for as cheap as $10 on Ryanair!

on what best floats your boat. Let’s dive info the

The following arficle is split info themes, depending
best things to do in Alicante...

Best things to do in Alicante: the beaches

My personal favorite is Playa de San Juan, but it seems
to compete with Platja del Postiguet and Playa de
Guardamar.

Playa de San Juan is a little north of Alicante but |
found the beach there to be wider with more space
away from people. There are little bars and cafes all
along, as well as many volleyball nets for people to
freely use. It's also “that beach” with the Instagram-
mable shacks!

Platja del Postiguet is closer to Alicante city cen-

Playa de San Juan is a little north of
Alicante but | found the beach there to be
wider with more space away from people.

There are little bars and cafes all along, as
well as many volleyball nets for people to
freely use. It's also “that beach” with the
Instagrammable shacks!
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