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This charming city, seton the river Douro, boasts a
historic center, friendly locals and gorgeous shades of
nature as fallmakes an appearance. It’s still balmy
enough fo enjoy the open-air markets, sample the
wines from the nearby Douro valley and walk the
.cobblestone streets soaking up the ambiance

Irangard

The French Riviera is a good place to travel in Europe
for a September beach holiday. With 300 days of sun-
shine per year, you are guaranteed great weather
for swimming in the turquoise waters or strolling along
the Promenade des Anglais. Art lovers will adore the
Musée Matisse, while cute little bistros invite you in for
a fine French wine and delicious homecooked food.

fn Mok s o o [ 8. PORTO, PORTUGAL
H"-I “Nm. — s = This charming city, set on the river Douro, boasts a his-
CCO — B e g toric center, friendly locals and gorgeous shades of
L : nature as fall makes an appearance. It's still balmy
enough to enjoy the open-air markets, sample the
wines from the nearby Douro valley and walk the
cobblestone streets soaking up the ambiance.
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9. VENICE, ITALY

Featuring incredible churches, bridges and unique
attractions, Venice is heavenly whenever you visit.
However, September is special as the humidity drops
and fewer tourists come to stay. You may experience
the Regata Storica, the famous race where the gon-
doliers compete, and there is always a fine risotto and
Bardolino o fry in a classic Venetian bistro.

These are just a few of the many great places o visit
in Europe in September. Whether you're looking for a
beach getaway, a city break, or an outdoor adven-
ture, there’s something for everyone.
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From the quaint Litle Mermaid that gazes across the harbor
to the glittering Tivoli Gardens, Copenhagen is like a fairytale.
Europe tours in September are less busy, and it’s pleasant to
cycle around the modern city center like one of the locals.
See the 18th Century Copenhagen Cathedral with the largest
bell in Denmark and taste a scrumptious smerrebrad.

5. SPLIT, CROATIA

Steeped in stories about emperors and set in a pictur-
esque oceanfront setting, Split is a fantastic Septem-
ber destination. Diocletian’s Palace is a must-see, and
it stretches over half of the Old Town. Climb to the top
of the Cathedral of St Dominius to catch magnificent
views across the city and sea. Don’t forget to sample
some Croatian wine as you watch the sunset.
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6. COPENHAGEN, DENMARK

From the quaint Little Mermaid that gazes across the
harbor to the dlittering Tivoli Gardens, Copenhagen
is like a fairytale. Europe tours in September are less
busy, and it's pleasant to cycle around the modern
city center like one of the locals. See the 18th Century
Copenhagen Cathedral with the largest bell in Den-
mark and taste a scrumptious smerrebrad.
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Although many people descend on Edinburgh for its famous
Fringe festival in August, there’s still a busy calendar of events
for fall. Wander down the Royal Mile without the crowds, and sit
atop the Stone of Destiny, where many Scottish monarchs were
crowned. Edinburgh is wonderfully picturesque, with historic
buildings lining every street. Stop by a food market or a local
tavern to try the hearty local dish - haggis.

OF THE BEST EURO

" PEAN CITIES TO VISIT
IN SEPTEMBER

Booking a break to Europe in September is a great way to extend that summer feeling. Europe is beautiful in fall, with
ochre leaves drifting onto city streets emptied of the fourist masses from July and August. If you're looking for some
inspirafion on what to fravel this fall, fake a look at our guide to the best European cities to visit in September.

September is a great time to visit Europe as the
crowds thin out, the heat turns down a notch, and a
more relaxed atmosphere pervades bustling cities. In
addition, the best destinations in Europe in September
start offering cheaper prices for hotels, fransport, and
attractions

EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND

Although many people descend on Edinburgh for its
famous Fringe festival in August, there’s still a busy cal-
endar of events for fall. Wander down the Royal Mile
without the crowds, and sit atop the Stone of Destiny,
where many Scottish monarchs were crowned. Edin-
burgh is wonderfully picturesque, with historic build-
ings lining every street. Stop by a food market or a
local tavern to try the hearty local dish - haggis.

2. FLORENCE, ITALY

If you're looking for the warmer European cities to visit
in September, then Florence is an ideal option. Mar-
vel at the marble-clad cathedral and appreciate the
open-air Renaissance gallery at Piazza della Signori,
a political center of the city for many centuries. Take
in the magnificent cityscape from the Piazzale Mi-
chelangelo, as buskers’ strum in the background and
sample some decadent gelato in the warm Septem-
ber sun.

3. GALWAY, IRELAND

The most glorious of all Irish cities, Galway sits on the
west coast of Ireland and has a wonderful blend of
history and modern fun. The streets are alive with cul-
ture, from costume-clad individuals providing street
theater to tasty food trucks catering for every palate
when the sea-air makes you peckish. Stroll beneath
the Spanish Arch, cross Eyre Square, which dates back
to 1710, and pop into a proper Irish pub for Guinness,
oysters and traditional live music.

4. VALENCIA, SPAIN

Although Valencia is a UNESCO World Heritage Site
as part of the ancient Silk Road, there is also beautiful
modern architecture to admire in the City of Arts and
Sciences. With temperatures ranging from 18 C to 28
C in September, it's a good time to catch some rays
on Playa de Las Arenas. Grab a paella by the broad
golden sands and as the sun starts fo fade, visit the
majestic Torres de Serranos, which is part of the an-
cient city walls.
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What will be the largest cruise ship in 2024?
Royal Caribbean’s Icon of the Seas will become the new world’s larg-
est cruise ship when she enters service in January 2024 at a massive
250,800 gross tons and a length of 1,198 feet. The LNG-powered vessel
will also have a guest capacity of 5,610 at double occupancy, which
can reach a maximum of 7,600. There will be a capacity for 2,350
crew members

FAQ on Largest Cruise Ships

What is the largest cruise ship?
Royal Caribbean’s Wonder of the Seasis the
world’s largest cruise ship in 2023. The Oasis class
vessel is 236,857 gross tons and has a passenger
capacity of 5,734 at double occupancy, but that
goes up to 7,084 at maximum capacity. The giant
cruise ship also has a crew capacity of 2,204, and
there are a total of 18 decks.

8. Costa Smeralda (Costa Cruises)

Costa Smeralda is the cruise line’s first-ever cruise ship pow-
ered by Liquified Natural Gas (LNG). She's dlso the largest
vessel ever constructed for the Italian-based cruise operator.

The ship was finally delivered from the Meyer Turku %
shipyard in Finland after a delay on December 5, %
2019. Her first regular voyage departed Savona on f
December 31, 2019; however, there was a special <
voyage for fravel agents that departed Barcelona, %
Spain on December 18, 2019. <
Costa Smeralda Stats g
Cruise Line: Costa Cruises JEj“
Entered Service: Dec 2019 &
Gross Tonnage: 185,000 -
Length: 337 Meters N
Passengers: 6,600 ‘EI,
Crew: 1,500 o]
Guest Cabins: 2,600 E

g
9. Costa Toscana (Costa Cruises) g

A

Costa Toscana is the second Excel class vessel built
for Carnival-owned Costa Cruises. The LNG-powered
cruise ship is the flagship of the fleet and was con-
structed at the Meyer Turku shipyard in Finland. She’s

almost identical to the Costa Smeralda, including
gross tonnage and size. The only reason she is low-
er than her sister ship in the largest cruise ships in the
world is that she entered service in 2021.

Costa Toscana Stats

Cruise Line: Costa Cruises

Entered Service: 2021

Gross Tonnage: 185,010

Length: 1,106 ft

Passenger Capacity: 5,224

Crew Capacity: 1,678

British-based P&O Cruises took delivery of its larg-

est-ever cruise ship and first fo be powered by Liqui-
fied Natural Gas (LNG) in October 2020. This came
after delays due to the global pandemic and the
impact on the Meyer Werft shipyard in Papengburg,
Germany, which is where the vessel was constructed.
Cruise Line: P&O Cruises

Entered Service: 2020

Gross Tonnage: 184,089

Length: 344 Meters

Passengers: 5,200

Crew: 1,800

Guest Decks: 15
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Just like her sister ships, Wonder of the Seas is divided
info themed neighborhoods, but this ship has the ad-
dition of a new Suite Neighborhood. The eighth neigh-
borhood offers Royal Suite Guest a Suite Sun Deck
with a plunge pool, private restaurant, deck bar, and
lounges. The area also has the largest Ultimate Family
Suite.

Other new features include a new southern restau-
rant named the Mason Jar Southern Restaurant & Bar,
Wonder Playscape, and The Vue Bar.

In January 2024, Royal Caribbean will take delivery of
the new LNG-powered Icon of the Seas, which will be-
come the new largest cruise ship in the world, shifting
Wonder of the Seas to no.2 on the list.

Wonder of the Seas Stats

Cruise Line: Royal Caribbean

Entered Service: March 2022

Gross Tonnage: 236,857

Length: 1,188 ft

Passenger Decks: 16

Staterooms: 2,867

Passenger Capacity: 5,734

Crew Capacity: 2,300

2. Symphony of the Seas (Royal Caribbean)

Symphony of the Seasis the fourth Oasis-class and
25th cruise ship from Royal Caribbean and is slightly
larger than her sister ships making her the world’s big-
gest cruise ship.

Symphony of the Seas was built at the then-named
STX France shipyard and was delivered to the cruise
line on March 23, 2018. The vessel departed on its first
one-time special preview sailing on March 31, 2018.
The first official maiden voyage departed on April 7,
2018, on a 7-night Mediterranean voyage from Bar-
celonq, Spain. Symphony of the Seas has been based
in PortMiami, Florida since November 10, 2018.
Symphony of the Seas Stats

Cruise Line: Royal Caribbean

Entered Service: March 2018

Gross Tonnage: 228,081

Length: 1,188 ft

Passengers: 5,518

Crew: 2,100

Harmony of the Seas was the first in the
class fo feature the 10-Story Ultimate
Abyss slide, which is located aft of the
ship above the Aqua Theater. The slide
has since been a major feature on new
Oasis-class vessels and added during
refurbishments.

Harmony of the Seas overtakes the other Oasis-class
ships just slightly, making her the second largest cruise
ship in the world. The vessel is the first of two new or-
ders from STX France to expand the large class ships
to four.

Harmony of the Seas was the first in the class fo feao-
ture the 10-Story Ultimate Abyss slide, which is located
aft of the ship above the Aqua Theater. The slide has
since been a major feature on new Oasis-class vessels
and added during refurbishments.

Harmony of the Seas Stats

Cruise Line: Royal Caribbean

Entered Service: May 2016

Gross Tonnage: 227,500

Length: 155.6 ft

Passengers: 5,480

Crew: 2,100

4. Oasis of the Seas (Royal Caribbean)

new heights. Oasis of the Seas was the first of its kind
when she arrived at the end of 2009. The ground-
breaking vessel was built at the STX shipyard in Turku,
Finland. Oasis of the Seas also boasts features like the
Zip-line and the Aqua Theater.

In 2019, The Royal Caribbean cruise ship underwent a
massive $165 million upgrade, which did not just add
new water slides, but also The Ultimate Abyss aft slide,
new dining venues, and a refreshed look. The ampli-
fication increased the ship’s gross fonnage, and she
now overtakes sister ship Allure of the Seas in the list of

the world’s top 10 largest cruise ships.
Oaisis of the Seas Stats

Cruise Line: Royal Caribbean

Entered Service: Dec 2009

Gross Tonnage: 226,838

Length: 1,186.5 ft

Passengers: 5,400

Crew: 2,394

5. Allure of the Seas (Royal Caribbean)

This ship is huge and the second in the record-break-
ing Oasis class for Royal Caribbean. Allure of the
Seas has seven distinct neighborhoods and too many
dining spaces to count!

The vessel is different from other large ships in the
cruise industry and boasts features like the Zipline and
the Aqua Theater.

Allure of the Seas Stats

Cruise Line: Royal Caribbean

Entered Service: Oct 2010

Gross Tonnage: 225,282

Length: 1,187 ft

Passengers: 5,400

Crew: 2,384

6. MSC World Europa (MSC Cruises)

Irangard

This is the first World class vessel from the fast-growing
MSC Cruises and was built at the popular Chantiers
de I’Atlantique shipyard in St. Nazaire, France. Since
her delivery in October 2022, she has been the larg-
est MSC cruise ship ever. That will be until the sister
ship MSC World America arrives in 2025.

MSc World Europais the largest cruise ship powered by
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) and takes the cruise line
info a new era of sustainability, which it’s taking very
seriously. The 6th world’s biggest cruise ship features
more than 30 different dining venues and a new thrill-
ing 250-foot Drop slide located aft of the ship.

MSC World Europa Stats

Cruise Line: MSC Cruises

Entered Service: 2022

Gross Tonnage: 215,863

Length: 1,094 ft

Passenger Capacity: 6,762

Crew Capacity: 2,138

7. Arvia (P&O Cruises)

Anvia is the second Excel class cruise ship for British-oased
P&O Cruises. The vessel is slightly larger than its sister
ship lona and was constructed at the popular Meyer Wer-
ft shipyard in Papenburg, Germany. She is currently the
largest in the P&O fleet and is the largest ever constructed
vessel purposely for the British market.

Arvia Stats

Cruise Line: P&O Cruises
Entered Service: 2022
Gross Tonnage: 184,700
Length: 1,130 ft

Passenger Capacity: 5,200

Crew Capacity 1,800
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Horseback riding,
golf, tennis, squash,
badminton biking
and hiking are some
of the recreational
sports available

Top 10
Biggest Cruise Ships

We look at the top 10 biggest cruise ships in the world by gross tonnage. This ever-changing list includes

the Oasis-class and new LNG ships. Cruise ships are getting bigger and bigger, and by the fime a new
world’s largest cruise ship is built, an even bigger ship is already being planned Irangard looks at the top ten
biggest cruise ships in the world by gross tons.

What's the Largest Cruise Ship in the World?
The list constantly changes as new mega-ships enter
service from different cruise lines. So, what's the larg-
est cruise ship in the world right now?
The largest cruise ship currently in service is Wonder of
the Seas, an Oasis-class vessel operated by Royal Ca-
ribbean. The ship is similar in design to her sister ships
but adds some additional features and evolves the
class. Wonder of the Seasis a massive 236,857 gross
tons with a guest capacity of 5,734 at double occu-
pancy. You can check the top biggest cruise ships in
the list below.
In This Arficle...
What's the Largest Cruise Ship in the World?

. Wonder of the Seas (Royal Caribbean)

. Symphony of the Seas (Royal Caribbean)

. Harmony of the Seas (Royal Caribbean)

. Oasis of the Seas (Royal Caribbean)

. Allure of the Seas (Royal Caribbean)

. MSC World Europa (MSC Cruises)

. Arvia (P&O Cruises)

. Costa Smeralda (Costa Cruises)

. Costa Toscana (Costa Cruises)
10. P&O lona (P&O Cruises)
FAQ on Largest Cruise Ships
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Wonder of the Seas (Royal Caribbean)
Wonder of the Seas, the fifth Oasis-class vessel, took
the world’s largest cruise ship title from her sister Sym-
phony of the Seas. The new vessel was built af the
Chantiers de I’Atlantique shipyard in Saint Nazaire,
France, and delivered to the cruise line on January
27, 2022,
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