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1. Harvard Business Review (hbor.org)

2. Forbes (forbes.com)

3. Psychology Today
(psychologytoday.com)
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score and high visa-free access score isn't very ob-
vious in the data, "It is notable that Singapore and
South Korea — high climbers on the Henley Passport
Index over last decade, moving up from sixth and
seventh respectively in 2013 to first and third today —
boast relatively high degrees of openness, while the
US and Canada have slid down the fop 10 rankings
as their openness stagnates.”

Here’s the newly updated top ten ranking
(now featuring 34 countries!) for the world’s
most powerful passports in 2023:

1. Singapore: 192

2. Germany: 190

2. Italy: 190

2. Spain: 190

3. Austria: 189

3. Finland: 189

3. France: 189

NNOCOOOOUOO OGO ORARDMNDMNMNOWWLWW

. Japan: 189

. Luxembourg: 189
. South Korea: 189

. Sweden; 189

. Denmark: 188

. Ireland: 188

. Netherlands: 188

. United Kingdom: 188
. Belgium: 187

. Czech Republic: 187
. Malta: 187

. New Zealand: 187
. Norway: 187

. Portugal: 187

. Switzerland: 187
. Australia; 186

. Hungary: 186

. Poland: 186

. Canada: 185

. Greece: 185
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The top 20 most open countries on the index are all African states or small
island nations (with the exception of Cambodia) including tourist hotspots
the Seychelles and Maldives. Twelve of these countries are open fo all
passports, asking none for a visa, or allowing visitors to collect one on
arrival. Conversely, just four countries have a zero openness rafing and
don’t let anyone visit without a visa - Afghanistan, North Korea, Papua
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such as South Korea, Japan and Singapore. Ameri-
ca’s relentless slide down the rankings is a warning to
its neighbor Canada and the rest of the Anglosphere
as well.”

Openness Index shows huge disparity be-
tween richer and poorer nations

Alongside the passport index, the Henley Openness
Index paints a damning picture of America’s ap-
proach to welcoming in citizens from developing na-
tions. While U.S. passport holders can visit 184 coun-
tries without a visa, the U.S. itself allows only 44 other
countries to visit visa free, placing it 78th on the Henley
Openness Index.

New Guinea and Turkmenistan.

Only Australia has a greater disparity although Can-
ada isn’t far behind, alongside New Zealand and
Japan. Interestingly, all five of these countries have
remained static or dropped down the passport power
ranking over the last decade.

The top 20 most open countries on the index are all
African states or small island nations (with the excep-
tion of Cambodia) including tourist hotspots the Sey-
chelles and Maldives. Twelve of these countries are
open to all passports, asking none for a visa, or allow-
ing visitors to collect one on arrival. Conversely, just
four countries have a zero openness rating and don’t
let anyone visit without a visa - Afghanistan, North Ko-
rea, Papua New Guinea and Turkmenistan.

Leading sociologist at Tel Aviv University, Prof. Dr. Yossi
Harpaz, says the data clearly shows that the relation-
ship between fravel freedom (the passport ranking)
and openness is complex and non-linear. “*Nations’
diplomatic and socio-economic redlities and strate-
gic goals significantly impact these factors, resulting
in a complex web of interrelations. As the global lana-
scape continues fo change, so will these patterns, re-
flecting the dynamic nature of global mobility.”

welcome in the Seychelles
Greg Lindsay from Cornell Tech goes on to explain
that while the correlation between a high openness



For the first time in five years, Japan has lost its number
one ranking, dropping o third place on the list. Sin-
gapore can now call itself the country with the most
powerful passport in the world, according to the latest
ranking. Its citizens can now enjoy visa-free visits to 192
of the 227 destinations Henley surveys.

Singapore isn’t the only country on the rise. With Jo-
pan dropping to third, it falls behind three European
countries in second place: Germany, Italy and Spain,
who all have visa-free access to 190 destinations.
Japan joins six other nations in third place with 189
destinations listed as visa-free: Austria, Finland, France,
Luxembourg, Sweden and South Korea.

Somewhat surprisingly, the U.K. appears to have
turned a corner and is climbing its way back up the
Henley ranking after six years of decline. Finding itself
in fourth place with 188 visa-free countries accessible,
this result is the highest it’s been since 2017.

The U.S. however has seen no such turnaround and
continues its slide down the index, this year ranking
eighth with 184 destinations listed as visa free, the
same as Lithuania. Bear in mind that a decade ago,
the U.S. and U.K. were sitting pretty at the top of the
Henley Index. The downturn

only goes to show the impact that geopolitical
changes are having around the world.
Explore the finest destinations and experiences
around the world in the golchin gasht agency fravel.

PASS PO

Still entrenched at the bottom of the ranking is Af-
ghanistan, whose passport holders can visit just 27
destinations without a visa. Just above sit Irag with a
score of 29 and Syria with 30, rounding out the three
weakest passports in the world.

Looking at the general frend over the Henley Index’s
18 year history, the average number of destinations
open to visa-free access has nearly doubled from 58
in 2006to 109 in2023. Despite this, the global mobili-
ty gap between top and bottom ranked countries is
bigger than it’s ever been - Singapore passport hold-
ers can visit 166 more destinations without a visa than
those with an Afghanistan passport.

-_— .

American passport confinues to lose inter-
national power
Only eight countries have less visa-free access to des-

finations than they did a decade ago, demonstrat- ————

ing how countries are opening up more and more o
give their citizens more freedom to travel. The UAE has
added 107 visa-free destinations, climbing 44 places
up the ranking. Singapore has added 25, which has
pushed it up to the top spot. The U.S. however has
added just 12 new destinations, the lowest increase
in the top ten.

Looking at the ranking, Greg Lindsay from Cornell
Tech’s Jacobs Institute, says that from a purely me-
chanical perspective, “the story is a simple one — by
more or less standing sfill, the U.S. has fallen behind.
While its absolute score has in fact risen over the last
decade, the U.S. has been steadily overtaken by rivals
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The U.S. however has seen no such turnaround
and continues its slide down the index, this
year ranking eighth with 184 destinations listed
as visa free, the same as Lithuania. Bear in
mind that a decade ago, the U.S. and U.K.
were sitting pretty at the fop of the Henley
Index. The downturn

= A‘
careveepd " . M‘" *

o

GULF OF
[ Ty f".""f.-‘c“m

m ullwl‘
D PP ST W Vi

5 Aty Wabae By, i
""“"""'“”"“-'“'WW
Sauth Al
L
.hk--n i
g
Lambart’s Bay s i

n....,.,...-%a

|
World’s Most Powerful Passports:

Japan Loses Top Spot
In Henley Ranking

The newly updated 2023 Henley Passport Index, based on official and exclusive data from the International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA), has revealed a newly crowned winner of the world’s most powerful passport.



Nothing is as spectacular as the marine
life around the Seychelles islands espe-
cially the more remote corals islands.
With more than 1000 species of the fish

having been recorded the marine life !

here can no behave a parallel with any-
where else in color and splendor.
Horseback riding, golf, fennis, squash,
badminton biking and hiking are some
of the recreational sports available on
the Seychelles Islands. On the islands
the distances are relatively short. This
makes walking, biking, and horseback
riding some of the best means for sight-
seeing. Bicycle and horse hire services
are also easily available. Home to more
than 300,000 birds, the Seychelles is a
bird watchers paradise. No wonder bird
watching is a very popular activity.
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Here the most popular Nightclub
is called the “Love nut” in the cen-
ter of Victoria, 100 meters walk
from central Taxi station. There are
several other night clubs with an
array of music all for different situ-
ations. The music also varied with
some clubs playing popular west-
ern music. Concerts highlighted
with international artistes are also
a popular feature of the night en-
tertainment.
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Horseback riding, golf, tennis, squash, badminton biking and hiking
are some of the recreational sports available on the Seychelles
Islands. On the islands the distances are relatively short. This makes
walking, biking, and horseback riding some of the best means for
sightseeing. Bicycle and horse hire services are also easily available.
Home to more than 300,000 birds, the Seychelles is a bird watchers
paradise. No wonder bird watching is a very popular activity.

Seychell
Islands |

The Republic of Seychelles is an island state comprised of an archipelago of 115 islands in the Indian
Ocean about 1500km. off the coast of East Africa, northeast of Madagascar. The 115 islands are divided g S
info the following six groups: the inner Seychelles, Aldabra Islands, Amirante islands, Alphonse Group, Farqu- KLt
har group, and southern coral group.

To reach the country you can fly to the only airport
in the republic: the only international airport. Once
on the island transport is mainly by the boats and the
light aircraft. The main languages spoken here are
Seychellois Creole, English and French. The climate
is equable although quite humid, as the islands are
small and the temperature varies little throughout the
year.

Vallee de Mai national park is one of the most amaz-
ing national parks in the world and a renowned world
heritage site. The animals here are so diverse and
amazingly beautiful. There is no entrance fee to the
park for the locals; however foreigners pay a little fee
of about 20 Euros as per September 2010.

Come and wonder at astonishing creation. Aldabra
Atoll is the world’s largest coral atoll that stretches
about 22 miles east to west and encloses a huge tidal
lagoon. On a trip with one of the local guides you will
be delighted with some of the tales associated with
the coral atoll. Aldabrais also the original home of the
giant land tortoise and tiger sharks and manta rays
can also offen be seen here.

With such a wealth history, the Seychelles dotes with
several museums that are helping preserve the deli-
cate past of this little Indian Ocean republic. A visit to
one of the museums is always recommended when-
ever on a visit fo the Seychelles. More information can
be found in the tourism agencies within Victoria City.
The alluring blue Indian Ocean makes Seychelles the
perfect place for the water enthusiasts. Have fun on
the board of a yacht, powerboat, catamaran or sail-
boat. Windsurfing is also a popular water sport espe-
cially during May up to October Scuba diving and
fishing are popular water sports and can be done
deep into the ocean.
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