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The best Gourisb apsslpl

abbractions in Iran

In this text, you will get to know the tourist attractions of Iran.

Lagoon is a must to witness the houses built on stilts, various
bird species, and, of course, the water lotuses emerging to
blossom through the dark waters.

Are you traveling to the north? Then definitely take the famous
Chalus Road. Steep roads snaking down the mountainside,
tunnels carved in solid rock, and natural springs and bodies of
water make this one of the most scenic routes in Iran.

Once a royal polo field, Nagsh-e Jahan Square in Esfahan holds
Ali Qapu Palace, Imam Mosque, Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, and

the Imperial Bazaar. You’ll need the better portion of a day to
see it all properly.

A feat of engineering, the Shushtar Historical Hydraulic System,
an ancient irrigation system dating back to the 5th century
BCE, is sure to leave you awe-struck. Climb the hill behind it to
marvel at the view from above before exploring the details of
the mechanism and the many bird species living here.

Whether it’s Si-o-seh Pol, the Khaju, or one of the other nine
bridges, a romantic stroll along the marvelous architecture of
Esfahan’s bridges on the Zayandeh River is a must. The Persian
poetry often recited in these locales echo through the arched

chambers and will seem like Scheherazade’s 1001 Nights
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Persepolis

Once the capital of the first Persian Empire and birthplace of
Persian civilization, it’s vital that you visit Persepolis. In fact,
you haven’t seen Iran unless you’ve walked in the footsteps of
the ancient kings

Qeshm offers pristine nature and a world of mystery, but if there’s
one attraction not to miss, it’s the Valley of the Stars. Marl and
sandstone make up the other-worldly rock formations, and
with a little imagination, you can see animals, faces, and hands
among other things

a 13th-century BC ziggurat in the Khuzestan province. Baked
bricks with cuneiform inscriptions are layered in the structure,
and a centuries-old footprint of a child in the stone is roped off
towards the back

A bit of athleticism and no fear are required to reach Babak Castle.
Once the stronghold of a Khurramite leader who fought the
Abbasid Caliphate, this citadel, surrounded by deep gorges, sits at
the height of 2,300-2,600 meters (7,546—8,530 feet). Those with
a strong case of acrophobia might choose to admire it from afar.

Walking inside Nasir ol-Molk is like walking inside a kaleidoscope.
Nicknamed “the Pink Mosque” for its rosy-hued tiles, you’ll love

discovering the hidden nooks of arguably Iran’s most beautiful

mosque.



Discovered less than a century ago, the formations in Katalek-
hor Cave are said to date back to the Jurassic period. This cave
sits outside of Zanjan, and though it is less visited than Ali Sadr
.Cave, the two are thought to be connected

If you’re going to visit one Persian poet, it must be Hafez. Stroll
around the garden and tomb in the evening as tourists and
locals come to pay their respects and recite a few lines of his
poems. You can even have your fortune read to see what the
great poet predicts for you.

For such a small island, Hormoz is brimming with dreamy nature
and tranquility. Shades of red, yellow, and orange color the land
area, which contrasts beautifully with the Persian Gulf’s blue
water. A dream for geology and nature enthusiasts, this island is

also home to deer and other fauna

Iran’s first natural UNESCO site and hottest place on earth for
seven years, the barren Lut Desert offers an unusual tranquility.
The sand ridges, known as yardangs, continuously change their

shape, so if you visit the same spot at a later time, it might look

completely different!

Bisotun and Tag-e Bostan are two historical sites located near each
other in the Kermanshah Province. Rock reliefs and the statue of
Hercules are fascinating remnants of Bisotun, as is the prehistoric
“hunter’s cave” said to have been inhabited 40,000 years ago. Rock
reliefs are also under the archway of Tag-e Bostan, the most notable

image of which depicts the last king of the Sassanid Empire with Ahura
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Mazda (the creator in Zoroastrianism) and Anahita (a Zoroastrian diety)
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Kashan’s historical homes
Exquisite ceilings, magnificent frescoes, and grand courtyards
filled with pomegranate trees are what you’ll get in one of the
breathtaking historical homes in the desert city of Kashan. This
city is best seen in the spring before it’s too hot and while you
can catch the rosewater festival.

Sheikh Safi al-din Khanegah and Shrine

Located in Ardabil, this shrine is the tomb of Sufi mystic leader
Sheikh Safi al-din. Different areas such as a library, mosque,
school, and mausoleum make up this site, and the architecture
is in keeping with the principles of Sufi mysticism.

While people usually see pigeons as mere nuisances, especially
for city dwellers, they were quite valuable in Iran about five
centuries ago, namely for their droppings. These towers were
built as pigeon homes, each holding as many as 14,000, where

the droppings could be collected and used as fertilizer.

Literally “drip-drip,” Chak Chak is a Zoroastrian temple located
just outside of Yazd. The most important Zoroastrian pilgrimage
site in lran, many Zoroastrians visit the temple every year.
Once you’ve seen the similar sites in Yazd, a visit here gives
further insight into this religion.

Rudkhan Castle

This military complex was initially built on two mounts during
the Sassanid era and rebuilt a few centuries later. Known as the
“castle of a thousand steps” because that’s how many you have

to climb to get to the top, Rudkhan Castle is worth the effort.
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MUSEE D’ORSAY

art as well as various temporary collections. The museum was
opened in 1986 and contains among other things great works
by Monet, Cezanne, Seurat and Van Gogh.

NOTRE-DAME CATHEDRAL

Located on fle de la Cité, this 8 centuries old cathedral
symbolizes the quintessence of French gothic architecture. It
took three hundred years to complete the cathedral, that’s why
it mixes various architectural styles (French gothic, Renaissance
and naturalism). Due to its outstanding architecture, this cathedral
attracts tourists from all over the world.

 CHAMPS-ELYSEES

.1 This 1.9 kilometers (1.2 miles) long avenue extends over the
= a8 ~# Place de la Concorde and the Arc de Triomphe. It is recognized
"~ asthe world’s most beautiful avenue and thus must absolutely

be visited during a trip to Paris. You’ll find countless restaurants,
cafés, cinemas and shops bordering it to occupy your time while
admiring the beauty of the city.
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most atbracbtive
place in paris
Who has never dreamt of visiting Paris? If you’re willing to visit the
city of love for the first time, you might feel a little lost and have
thousands of questions that cross mind. Where to start from?
What are the major monuments that have to be visited?
é
E The Eiffel Tower is certainly the most emblematic
7 | ] monument of Paris from which you can have an
'x € = § i“‘ unequaled panoramic view of the whole city. This
' . 4 massive iron-made tower was built at the end of the
19th century and offers countless accommodations for

tourists. With its impressive colossal stature, there’s no wonder why it is
one of the most visited monuments in the world

EIFFEL TOWER

e LOUVRE MUSEUM

<. The Louvre is one of the biggest and most prolific
‘@ museums of the world. The main works of art

it - museum such as the Mona Lisa, the Aphrodite

4 N of Milos (also known as the “Venus de Milo”) and

~EE o Vermeer’s Lacemaker. You won’t have enough time to

R ":k "nj ‘ﬁ visit this museum in its entirety but just walking through
i = the galleries can be very enjoyable.
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LUXEMBOURG GARDEN

Elaborated upon the initiative of Mary of Medici, this garden takes
place in the 6th arrondissement of Paris between Saint-Germain-des-
Prés and the Latin Quarter. This garden covers an area of 25 hectares
comprising French and English sumptuous gardens.

Le Marais is considered as one of the classiest quarters of Paris as it
is overflowing with chic hotels and shops. Nevertheless, the quarter
still has a rich history that appears through its numerous historic
buildings. Furthermore, this quarter contains a lot of interesting art
galleries and is considered a LGBT center. All those elements truly make
i Le Marais a multi-faceted place.
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MONTMARTRE

Being the beating heart of Paris, Montmartre really is a must-see in

the French capital. Unlike what some people think, it’s not just some

touristy neighborhood full of souvenir shops since it is home to a

cemetery where Gustave Moreau and Edgar Degas rest as well as to
Sacré-coeur Basilica.

SAINT-GERMAIN-DES-PRES

Located in the 6th arrondissement of Paris, the famous quarter Saint-
Germain-des-Prés shelters so many attractions that you’ll no longer
know where to turn to. It is notably renowned for sheltering some
well-known cafés such as Café de Flore and Les Deux Magots. It is also
home to the Abbey of Saint-Germain-des-Prés.

SACRE-CEUR BASILICA | }

Elaborated upon the initiative of Mary of Medici, this garden takes
f : place in the 6th arrondissement of Paris between Saint-Germain-des?" Vi
- Prés and the Latin Quarter. This garden covers an area of 25 hectares:
comprising French and English sumptuous gardens.
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DRESDEN

Frauenkirche (Church of Our Lady), Semper Opera House or
the Dresden Zwinger: the Saxon capital is almost unbeatable
in terms of culture. World-famous magnificent buildings of

baroque art, unique cultural treasures and no less than 19 castles

attract millions of people every year to the glamorous city with

the glamorous nickname Elbflorenz.

ROMANTIC ROAD

One is not surprised that the Romantic Road has made it

among the most popular sights in Germany. After all, the 400

km long route from Wirzburg to Flissen has everything to offer
that Germany is famous for abroad: medieval towns, dreamy
fairy-tale castles, and picturesque natural landscapes.

-
"
=

. e
i ROTHENBURG OB DER TAUBER

Rothenburg ob der Tauber may be a small town, but it is
Il nonetheless known all over the world. After all, time has
stood still in this town in central Franconia. In no other German

town, there are so many preserved medieval buildings. Anyone
who has ever strolled through the old town with its winding alleys,
. fountains and half-timbered houses will immediately fall under the
"n spell of the medieval town.
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MOST POPULAR TOURIST
SIGHTS NG ERMANY

of Rothenburg ob der Tauber, there is a museum that enjoys a
unique reputation worldwide and welcomes over 110,000 national
and international visitors every year. In 2020, the museum celebrated
its 100th anniversary.

In addition to Bavaria’s most curious criminal cases, numerous medieval instruments of torture

illustrate the sinister and gloomy facet of German criminal history. But one thing is for sure:
crime fans and amateur detectives will definitely get their money’s worth here!

EUROPAPARK RUST

It’s hard to believe, but the Europapark in Rust is as popular
with local and international visitors as the Eiffel Tower or
the Louvre. An amusement park is on a par with the most
famous French sights — at least that’s what a survey by Internet
giant Google claims. But the result doesn’t seem all that surprising.
After all, the theme park offers a very special flair with its 15 different
themed areas. But anyone looking for impressive and unique attractions will also get
\ their money’s worth here. It is therefore logical that it is one of the most popular
4 amusement parks and tourist sights in Europe.

=



THE BLACK FOREST NATIONAL PARK

Have you ever thought about a trip to the Black Forest? If not,
you should definitely make up for it. Because a vacation in
the Black Forest is a real experience. You can expect picturesque
landscapes, magnificent mountain panoramas, spectacular
waterfalls, relaxing spas, and delicious Black Forest gateaux.
Whether in winter or in summer: you will certainly not forget a
vacation in the Black Forest in a hurry.

BERLIN

been avery popular destination offering a number of interesting
tourist sights. The moving history of the once-divided capital is

still alive in many corners. But in addition to its special past, the

popular German tourist sights. The amusement park is even more ‘vaw '
popular with foreign visitors than Cologne Cathedral. Considering the wide \ -
range of attractions on offer, the bones of the Three Wise Men look quite

old in the truest sense of the word. From fantasy-themed worlds to winter
' , magic — Phantasialand simply has something up its sleeve for every taste.
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\ NEUSCHWANSTEIN CASTLE

Third place goes to the classic of all German attractions par
excellence — Neuschwanstein Castle. Once built by the Bavarian
falry-tale king Ludwig Il, today it is not only the most photographed
¥ building in Germany, but also breaks all records with visitor numbers of
over 1.8 millionayear. Butalookinside is also worthwhile. The staterooms
should definitely be explored on a guided tour. But the view of the fairy-
tale castle itself is also worth a trip in any case. The many hiking trails in the surrounding
area are particularly suitable for this.

Hamburg was voted the most popular German attraction by
international travelers. This is a minor sensation, as never before has
a tourist attraction won the title so many times in a row. The fact that
the amusement park in miniature format is so popular with international /&
guests comes as no surprise. After all, the world’s largest model railroad
layout takes young and old on a journey of discovery into a completely different world. A

single afternoon is not enough to explore all the replicated countries and fantasy worlds. fREEEES




What to do in Dubai?

Dubai is a city of entertainment. And of the
ways to have funis visiting La Perle by Dragone,
a show where 65 performers, from actors to
acrobats, show their skills. Performers dive
into the pool and fly through the air. La Perle
is located in the centre of Dubai, in the Al
Habtoor City hotel complex. There are lots
of tourist attractions in the city, so it’s worth
combining multiple tickets. This is exactly
what the following offer entails — you can
enter Dubai’s two best water attractions with
a single 1-day ticket. Enjoy the adrenaline
water slide rides in the Aquaventure water
park and talk to the marine animals at the
Lost Chambers aquarium. You’re in for more
than twenty water slides and over 65,000
marine animals.

Where to see the old Dubai?

Dubai, however, is still a city with a history,
despite all its modern attractions. You can
make sure about that at the Dubai Museum,
which is located in the 18th-century Al-Fahidi
fortress. The walls were built using traditional
coral boulders. The upper floor is supported
by wooden poles and the ceiling consists
of palm fronds, mud and plaster. The first
villages were built on the banks of the Dubai
Creek as early as 4,000 years ago. Now you
can observe sailors loading and unloading
cargo onto and from traditional boats. They
also often invite you to their homes. You can
take a walk through the 19th-century Al-
Fahidi district as well. Rich merchants from
Persia used to trade here once. Here, you can
explore the many old houses that have wind
towers, which are efficient air-conditioning
units. The most beautifulamong the mosques
is the Jumeirah Mosque. The stone building
was built in the Fatimid style and boasts
two minarets. It’s especially charming in the
evening when it’s lit by spotlights.
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Visiting Dubai

Dubai, one of the seven united Arab emirates of the
eponymous small country on the Arabian Peninsula, really
leaves an impression with all its splendour and unique
buildings. Travelling to Dubai is travelling to the city of
contrasts where the vibrancy of a modern metropolis and
the traditional desert life are intertwined.

Which cities should you visit in Dubai?

Marvel at Dubai’s landmarks from high up. An unforgettable
view awaits in Burj Khalifa, up on the 125th floor of the
world’s tallest building. The world’s fastest lift will take you
to all the way up to the viewing platform. The top gives a
view of the Dubai Fountain show, which moves in sync with
the music that’s being played at the viewing platform. You
can get a better experience of the fountain show while on a
traditional Arab boat called “abra”, sailing over Burj Khalifa
Lake. The boat will take you past every major landmark, all
the way to the best spot to view the fountain show. Admire
the spectacle of 6,000 lights, 25 colour projectors and 83,000
litres of water. Another way to enjoy the view of Dubai’s
landmarks is to enter Ain Dubai, the world’s largest Ferris
wheel. It measures 250 metres high. | really recommend
choosing the ticket that lets you enjoy the ride at sunset.
From the wheel, all the most important tourist spots in

C MAGAZINE -No 70 -August 2022

Dubai can be viewed from a different perspective.
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